
9-24-2010 - Pence Celebrates New Moscow Covered Bridge

In 2008, a tornado destroyed the Moscow covered bridge in Rush County. The historic covered
bridge had spanned the Flatrock River since 1886.

  

  

Congressman Pence wrote about the loss of the famed bridge  following a visit to Moscow
just days after the tornado hit. Here is an excerpt:
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http://mikepence.house.gov/index.php?option=com_content&amp;view=article&amp;id=1478&amp;catid=35:blog&amp;Itemid=104
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Buildings become a part of our lives. They are the backdrop to our ongoing drama, and
we attach the years and the memories to them. In a town like Moscow, the bridge was the
heart of the community.

  

A first kiss was stolen on a walk across this bridge. A shaky hand pulled a ring from a
box and handed it to a blushing girl sitting on a blanket just down the riverbank. A new
mom posed with the white boards and roof in the background. One soldier came to this
bridge to say goodbye to a sweetheart. Another soldier walked across this bridge with
his dad the day before he got on the bus.

  

Since 1886, the water was high at times, and sometimes not so high. But through good
times and bad, through droughts and floods, the Moscow covered bridge was there.
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  A new covered bridge will be dedicated Saturday at 9:30 a.m. Congressman Pence penned thefollowing letter commemorating the new covered bride:  Dear Friends,  The identity of a community rests in many places within its history, people, and landmarks.Moscow, Indiana is known all over the Midwest for hosting the legendary Moscow CoveredBridge Festival, which my family has enjoyed many times.  On June 3, 2008 a tornado tore through Moscow, Indiana and threatened to take away animportant piece of this community forever. It was not until after the storm passed and dawn wasbeginning to break that the destruction and fury of this storm was revealed. Perhaps one of themost devastating sights was the Moscow Bridge sitting not above, but in the Flat Rock River.   Destruction occurred on June 3rd and restoration began on June 4th, by those in and aroundMoscow, working to make their community whole again. Today, I offer my sincerecongratulations for the completion of the new bridge. In particular, I want to thank the countlessvolunteers who donated their time and resources to restore the pride of Moscow. Your hardwork and accomplishment has not been in vain.  The original Moscow Bridge, built in 1886, stood the tests of time for over a century. It is myhope that this new bridge will bring joy to the residents and all who visit Moscow, for centuries tocome.   Sincerely,Mike Pence  
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